VII

Conclusion

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT LAW EN-
FORCEMENT and judicial authorities of the
United States always treat foreign diplomatic
and consular personnel with respect and with
due regard for the privileges and immunities to
which they are entitled under international law.
Any failure to do so has the potential of casting
doubt on the commitment of the United States
to carry out its international obligations or of
negatively influencing larger foreign policy in-
terests. As stated above, however, appropriate
caution should not become a total “hands off™
attitude in connection with criminal law en-
forcement actions involving diplomats.

Foreign diplomats who violate traffic laws
should be cited. Allegations of serious crimes
should be fully investigated, promptly reported
to the U.S. Department of State, and
procedurally developed to the maximum per-
missible extent. Local law enforcement authori-
ties should never be inhibited in their efforts to
protect the public welfare in extreme situations.
The U.S. Department of State should be advised
promptly of any serious difficulties arising in
connection with diplomatic or consular person-
nel. Law enforcement and judicial authorities
should feel free to contact the U.S. Department
of State for general advice on any matter con-
cerning diplomatic or consular personnel.
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