IV

Identification of Persons Entitled
to Privileges and Immunities in the United States

ITIS CRITICAL FOR A LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICER to idenufy quickly and ac-
curately the status of any person asserting im-
munily. Numerous documents are associated
with foreign diplomats; only one provides an
accurate indication of the status of the holder.
This section endeavors to explain the array of
documents and clarify for police officers which
one may be relied upon.

Identification Cards Issued by the
U.S. Department of State

The only authoritative identity document is
the identity card issued by the U.S. Department
of State, Office of Protocol or by the U.S. Mis-
sion to the United Nations, in the case of per-
sons accredited to the United Nations. There
are three types of identification cards (see
sample cards on page 21—23): Diplomatic
(blue border for diplomats), Official (green
border for embassy employees), and Consular
(red border for consular personnel). The iden-
tification cards are 3%/4" x 2'/2" and contain a
photograph of the bearer. The bearer’s name,
title, mission, city and state, date of birth, iden-
tification number, expiration date, and a U.S,
Department of State seal appear on the front of
the card. A brief statement of the bearer’s crimi-
nal immunity is printed on the reverse side.
Space is provided for the bearer’s signature,
While this form of identification is generally to
be relied upon, law enforcement authorities are
nonetheless urged to immediately seek verifi-

cation as indicated below in connection with
any serious incident or in any case where they
have reason to doubt the validity of the card.
Police officers should be alert to the fact that
newly arrived members of diplomatic and con-
sular staffs may not yet have these official iden-
tity documents and should contact the U.S.
Department of State, Office of Protocol, for
verification if confronted with such situations.

Foreign Diplomatic Passports and
U.S. “Diplomatic” Visas: Not Conclusive
Foreign diplomatic passports containing
U.S. “A” or “G” visas are issued to a broad
range of persons, including those who are not
accredited to the United States or to interna-
tional organizations and who therefore enjoy
no privileges and immunities in the United
States.® This situation is often not fully under-
stood, even by the bearers of such documents,
so police officers must be alert to good faith,
but erroneous, assertions of immunity by those
not entitled to it.

The possession of these documents is an
indication that the bearer might be entitled to
privileges and immunities in the United States.
As mentioned above, temporary duty visitors
to the United Nations might have only such
documents and might nonetheless be entitled
to immunity in the United States. A similar situ-
ation could arise in connection with the foreign
officer who has just joined a diplomatic mis-

“All foreign personnel assigned to official duty at bilateral diplomatic or consular missions in the United States
would have A-category visas. G-category visas are issued to foreigners assigned to duty at an international organiza-
tion in the United States or at a foreign country’s mission to such organization.
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sion or consular post and has not yet received
the appropriate U.S. identity documents. In
cases of doubt, police officers should always
coordinate with U.S. authorities (see Tele-
phonic Information/Verification, page 13).

Tax Exemption Cards: Not Conclusive

Under international law, many members of
diplomatic missions and consular posts and cer-
tain people associated with international orga-
nizations would normally be entitled to exemp-
tion from sales taxation in the United States.
However, significant numbers of these individu-
als do not enjoy this privilege owing to consid-
erations based on reciprocity. The U.S. Depart-
ment of State issues tax exemption cards to all
those entitled to such exemptions, but tax cards
do not give a definitive indication of the degree
of immunity of the bearer. (See sample tax ex-
emption card on page 24.) Accordingly, tax ex-
emption cards should not be relied upon for
immunity purposes and should be considered
only as an indication that the bearer may enjoy
some degree of immunity.

Automobile Registration, License
Plates, Driver Licenses: Not Conclusive

The U.S. Department of State, through its
Office of Foreign Missions’ Diplomatic Motor
Vehicle Office, has jurisdiction over the regis-
tration of vehicles, the i1ssuance of distinctive
license plates for those vehicles, and the issu-
ance of operators permits for individuals who
enjoy privileges and immunities in the United
States. (See sample Non-Driver ID and Driv-
ers License cards on page 25.) As is the case
with tax exemption cards, these Federal regis-
tration documents and drivers licenses do not
definitively reflect the degree of privileges and
immunities of the bearer. They should be relied
upon only as an indication that the bearer may
enjoy some degree of immunity.

Vehicle license plates issued by the U.S.
Department of State must be understood prop-
erly by law enforcement authorities in order to
avoid confusion. The plates are coded to reflect
the degree of immunity which the registered
owner of the vehicle enjoys:

Plates with a “D* prefix or suffix
are issued to diplomatic missions and
those members who hold diplomatic
rank.

Plates with a “C” prefix are issued
to consular missions and career consu-
lar officers.

Plates with a “S” prefix are issued
to the administrative and technical staff
at diplomatic missions and consular
employees at consular missions.

Plates with an “A” prefix or suffix
are issued to official vehicles of the Sec-
retariats of the United Nations and the
Organization of American States and the
personally owned vehicles of those staff
members who have diplomatic status.

The U.S. Department of State’s distinc-

tive license plates are designed to assist of-

ficers in identifying vehicles that belong to
foreign missions and those mission members
who may enjoy some degree of immunity.
However, those plates alone should not be
considered verification of the status of the
vehicle’s operator. For example, police offic-
ers should bear in mind that a diplomatic agent
who is visiting a consulate may be driving a
car with “C” plates. Or a U.S. citizen who is
the spouse of a diplomat may be driving a car
with “D™ plates even though he or she does not
have immunity. (Conversely, a diplomatic agent
or consular officer may be driving a rented or
borrowed car that does not have any type of
U.S. Department of State license plate.) These
examples serve to emphasize the point that,
whatever kind of license plate is on a vehicle,
police officers need to verify with the Depart-
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ment of State’s Office of Protocol a driver’s

- claim of diplomatic or consular status.

A vehicle registration card is issued at the
- - time of initial registration and registration re-

newal. It contains the following mformation:
- name and address of the registered owner, h-
cense plate number, vehicle identification num-
ber, vehicle make, vehicle model, vehicle color,
date of inmitial registration, and expiration date
of the current registration. Decals with the

month and year reflecting the expiration date .

of the current registration peniod are 1ssued with
the card and must be displayed on the vehicle’s
rear icense plate,

~ The U.S. Department of State’s vehicle reg-
istration and driver license status records are

available to law enforcement agencies through -

the National Law Enforcement Telecommumni-
cations Systern (NLETS). Agencies may access
these records using the standard NLETS regis-
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tration and driver query formats. NLETS has
assigned state code (destination ORI) “US” to
this data base. If an agency requires additional
motor vehicle information, it can be obtained

telephonically (see page 13) or by sending an
 Administrative Message to “DCDOS015V.”

Telephonic Information/Verification
In all cases, including those in which the

~individual provides a U.S. Department of
- State-issued identification card, the law en-

forcement officer should verify the immunity
status with the U.S. Department of State.

Department of State representatives are

available 24-hours daily to assist in emer-

gency situations and when immediate con-
firmation of a person’s status is required. The
following telephone numbers are provided
for use in this connection.






